PCT/J POO/04664 



P/^MT COOPERATION TREAT! 

From the INTERNATIONAL BUREAU 



PCT 

NOTIFICATION OF ELECTION 

(PCT Rule 61.2) 


To: I 

Commissioner j 
US Department of Commerce 
United States Patent and Trademark 
Office, PCT 

2011 South Clark Place Room 
CP2/5C24 

Arlington, VA 22202 
ETATS-UNIS D'AMERIQUE 

in its capacity as elected Office 


Date of mailing (day/month/year) 

21 March 2001 (21.03.01) 




International application No. 
PCT/J POO/04664 


Applicant's or agent's file reference 

H11-198218 


International filing date (day/month/year) 
12 July 2000(12.07.00) 


Priority date (day/month/year) 
12 July 1999(12.07.99) 


Applicant 

MATSUSHITA, Michiyo et al 



1. The designated Office is hereby notified of its election made: 

| X | in the demand filed with the International Preliminary Examining Authority on: 

07 February 2001 (07.02.01) 



| | in a notice effecting later election filed with the International Bureau on: 



2. The election 



m 
□ 



was not 



made before the expiration of 19 months from the priority date or, where Rule 32 applies, within the time limit under 
Rule 32.2(b). 





Authorized officer 




The International Bureau of WIPO 




34, chemin des Colombettes 


Antonia Muller 




1211 Geneva 20, Switzerland 




Facsimile No.: (41-22) 740.14.35 


Telephone No.: (41-22) 338.83.38 




Form PCT/IB/331 (July 1992) 




JP0004664 



PCT/ J POO/04664 



ENT COOPERATION TRE 





From the INTERNATIONAL BUREAU 


PCT 

NOTIFICATION CONCERNING 
SUBMISSION OR TRANSMITTAL 
OF PRIORITY DOCUMENT 

(PCT Administrative Instructions, Section 411) 


To: 

SHIRAHAMA, Yoshiharu 

Ishii Building 

1-10, Shimbashi 3-chome 

Minato-ku 

Tokyo 105-0004 \ 
JAPON 




NOV. - 6. 2CO0 | 




Date of mailing (day/month/year) 

26 October 2000 (26.10.00) 






Applicant's or agent's file reference 
H11-198218 


IMPORTANT NOTIFICATION 


International application No. 
PCT/J POO/04664 


International filing date (day/month/year) 
12 July 2000(12.07.00) 


International publication date (day/month/year) 
Not yet published 


Priority date (day/month/year) 
12 July 1999 (12.07.99) 


Applicant 

UNI-CHARM CO., LTD. etal 



1. The applicant is hereby notified of the date of receipt (except where the letters "NR" appear in the right-hand column) by the 
International Bureau of the priority document(s) relating to the earlier application(s) indicated below. Unless otherwise 
indicated by an asterisk appearing next to a date of receipt, or by the letters "NR", in the right-hand column, the priority 
document concerned was submitted or transmitted to the International Bureau in compliance with Rule 17.1(a) or (b). 

2. This updates and replaces any previously issued notification concerning submission or transmittal of priority documents. 

3. An asterisk*) appearing next to a date of receipt, in the right-hand column, denotes a priority document submitted 
or transmitted to the International Bureau but not in compliance with Rule 17.1(a) or (b). In such a case, the attention 
of the applicant is directed to Rule 17.1(c) which provides that no designated Office may disregard the priority claim 
concerned before giving the applicant an opportunity, upon entry into the national phase, to furnish the priority document 
within a time limit which is reasonable under the circumstances. 



4. The letters "NR" appearing in the right-hand column denote a priority document which was not received by the International 
Bureau or which the applicant did not request the receiving Office to prepare and transmit to the International Bureau, 
as provided by Rule 1 7.1 (a) or (b), respectively. In such a case, the attention of the applicant is directed to Rule 1 7.1 (c) which 
provides that no designated Office may disregard the priority claim concerned before giving the applicant an opportunity, 
upon entry into the national phase, to furnish the priority document within a time limit which is reasonable under the 
circumstances. 



Priority date 



12 July 1999(12.07.99) 



Priority application No. 



11/198218 



Country or regional Office 
or PCT receiving Office 

JP 



Date of receipt 
of priority document 

04 Sept 2000 (04.09.00) 



The International Bureau of WIPO 


Authorized officer 




34, chemin des Colombettes 
1211 Geneva 20, Switzerland 


Magda BOUACHA 




Facsimile No. (41-22) 740.14.35 


Telephone No. (41-22) 338.83.38 



Form PCT/IB/304 (July 1998) 



003615018- 



PMENT COOPERATION TREA 



WC 01/03915 
PCT/J POO/04664 



From the INTERNATIONAL BUREAU 



PCT 



NOTICE INFORMING THE APPLICANT OF THE 
COMMUNICATION OF THE INTERNATIONAL 
APPLICATION TO THE DESIGNATED OFFICES 

(PCT Rule 47.1(c), first sentence) 



To: 



SHIRAHAMA, Yoshiharu 

Ishii Building 

1-10, Shimbashi 3-chome 

Minato-ku 

Tokyo 105-0004 

JAPON 



Date of mailing (day/month/year) 
18 January 2001 (18.01.01) 






Applicant's or agent's file reference 
H1 1-198218 


IMPORTANT NOTICE 


International application No. 
PCT/J POO/04664 


International filing date (day/month/year) 

12 July 2000(12.07.00) 


Priority date (day/month/year) 
12 July 1999 (12.07.99) 


Applicant 

UNI-CHARM CO., LTD. et al 



1. Notice is hereby given that the Internationa! Bureau has communicated, as provided in Article 20, the international application 
to the following designated Offices on the date indicated above as the date of mailing of this Notice: 

AG,AU,BZ,DZ,KR,MZ,US 



In accordance with Rule 47.1(c), third sentence, those Offices will accept the present Notice as conclusive evidence that 
the communication of the international application has duly taken place on the date of mailing indicated above and no copy 
of the international application is required to be furnished by the applicant to the designated Office(s). 

2. The following designated Offices have waived the requirement for such a communication at this time: 

AE / AL / AP / BA^B3G3R,CA / CN / CR,CU / CZ / DM / EA / EE,EP / GD / GE / HR / HUJDJLJNJS / LC / LK,LR, 
LT,LV,MA,MG,MK,MN,MX,NO,NZ,OA,PL,RO,SG,SI,SK^^ 

The communication will be made to those Offices only upon their request. Furthermore, those Offices do not require the 
applicant to furnish a copy of the international application (Rule 49.1 (a-bis)). 

3. Enclosed with this Notice is a copy of the international application as published by the International Bureau on 
18 January 2001 (18.01.01) under No. WO 01/03915 



REMINDER REGARDING CHAPTER II (Article 31(2)(a) and Rule 54.2) 

If the applicant wishes to postpone entry into the national phase until 30 months (or later in some Offices) from the priority 
date, a demand for international preliminary examination must be filed with the competent International Preliminary 
Examining Authority before the expiration of 19 months from the priority date. 

It is the>ppJicant's sole responsibility to monitor the 19-month time limit. 

Note that only an applicant who is a national or resident of a PCT Contracting State which is bound by Chapter II has the 
right to file a demand for international preliminary examination. 



REMINDER REGARDING ENTRY INTO THE NATIONAL PHASE (Article 22 or 39(1)) 

If the applicant wishes to proceed with the international application in the national phase, he must, within 20 months 
or 30 months, or later in some Offices, perform the acts referred to therein before each designated or elected Office. 

For further important information on the time limits and acts to be performed for entering the national phase, see the 
Annex to Form PCT/IB/301 (Notification of Receipt of Record Copy) and Volume II of the PCT Applicant's Guide. 



The International Bureau of WIPO 


Authorized officer 


34, chemin des Colombettes 


J. Zahra 


1211 Geneva 20, Switzerland 


Facsimile No. (41-22) 740.14.35 


Telephone No. (41-22) 338.83.38 



Form PCT/iB/308 (July 1996) 3765688 



PCT/J POO/04664 



ENT COOPERATION TRE> 

From the INTERNATIONAL BUREAU 



PCT 



INFORMATION CONCERNING ELECTED 
OFFICES NOTIFIED OF THEIR ELECTION 

(PCT Rule 61.3) 



Date of mailing (day/month/year) 

21 March 2001 (21.03.01) 



To: 



SHIRAHAMA, Yoshiharu 

Ishii Building 

1-10, Shimbashi 3-chome 

Minato-ku 

Tokyo 105-0004 

JAPON 




Applicant's or agent's file reference 
H1 1-198218 


IMPORTANT INFORMATION 


International application No. 
PCT/J POO/04664 


International filing date (day/month/year) 
12 July 2000(12.07.00) 


Priority date (day/month/year) 
12 July 1999 (12.07.99) 


Applicant 

UNI-CHARM CO., LTD. et al 



1 . The applicant is hereby informed that the International Bureau has, according to Article 31 (7), notified each of the following 
Offices of its election: 

AP jGH^M^E^S^W^Z.SD^USZ^UG^W 

EP rAT^BE^CH^D^DK^ES^I^FR^B^GRJEJT^LU^aNUP^SE 

National rAU.BG^CN^ZJUKR.MN.NO^NZ^URCSK^US 

2. The following Offices have waived the requirement for the notification of their election; the notification will be sent to them 
by the International Bureau only upon their request: 

EA :AM,AZ3Y,KG,KZ,MD,RU/TJ J-JV1 

OA iBF.B^CF^G^I^CM^A^N.GW^MUMR^NE^NJD.TG 

National lAE.AG^UBA^BB^BR.B^CRXU^DM^DZ^EE^D.GE^HR^HaiDJNJS^LaLK, 
LR^T^V.MA.MG^^MX^Z^SG^SLTR^TT.T^UA^U^VN^U^ZA 

3. The applicant is reminded that he must enter the "national phase" before the expiration of 30 months from the priority date 
before each of the Offices listed above. This must be done by paying the national fee(s) and furnishing , if prescribed, a 
translation of the international application (Article 39(1)(a)), as well as, where applicable, by furnishing a translation of any 
annexes of the international preliminary examination report (Article 36(3)(b) and Rule 74.1). 

Some offices have fixed time limits expiring later than the above-mentioned time limit. For detailed information about the 
applicable time limits and the acts to be performed upon entry into the national phase before a particular Office, see Volume II 
of the PCT Applicant's Guide. 

The entry into the European regional phase is postponed until 31 months from the priority date for all States designated for 
the purposes of obtaining a European patent 





The International Bureau of WIPO 
34, chemin des Colombettes 
1211 Geneva 20, Switzerland 

Facsimile No. (41-22) 740.14.35 


Authorized officer: 

Antonia Muller | 
Telephone No. (41-22) 338.83.38 


r 



Form PCT/IB/332 (September 1997) 



3909583 



J} PATENT COOPERATION TREA^ 

* PCT 



<^£^ INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY EXAMINATION REPORT 



(PCT Article 36 and Rule 70) 



Applicant's or agent's file reference 
HI 1-198218 


fad rTiDTum . rTmK , SeeNotificationofTransmittaloflnternational Preliminary 
FOR FURTHER ACTION Examinalion Reporl (Form PC T/IPEA/41 6) 


International application No. 


International filing date {day/month/year) 


Priority date {day mouthy ear) 


PCT/JP00/04664 


12 July 2000(12.07.00) 


12 July 1999(12.07.99) 


International Patent Classification (IPC) or national classification and IPC 




B32B 5/24, A41D 13/12, 31/00 






Applicant 


UNI-CHARM CO., LTD. 





1 . This international preliminary examination report has been prepared by this International Preliminary Examining Authority 
and is transmitted to the applicant according to Article 36. 



This REPORT consists of a total of 



. sheets, including this cover sheet. 



This report is also accompanied by ANNEXES, i.e. ; sheets of the description, claims and/or drawings which have 
been amended and are the basis for this report and/or sheets containing rectifications made before this Authority (see 
Rule 70.16 and Section 607 of the Administrative Instructions under the PCT). 



These annexes consist of a total of 



sheets. 



3. This report contains indications relating to the following items: 
Basis of the report 



Toilet 



I 


El 


II 


□ 


III 


□ 


IV 


□ 


V 




VI 


□ 


VII 


□ 


VIII 


□ 



Non-establishment of opinion with regard to novelty, inventive step and industrial applicability 
Lack of unity of invention 

Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 

Certain documents cited 

Certain defects in the international application 
Certain observations on the international application 



Date of submission of the demand 

07 February 2001 (07.02.01) 


Date of completion of this report 

03 October 2001 (03.10.2001) 


Name and mailing address of the IPEA/JP 
Facsimile No. 


Authorized officer 
Telephone No. 



Form PCT/IPEA/409 (cover sheet) (July 1998) 



"ir^fc^ 



INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY EXAMINATION REPORT 



ional application No. 

PCT/JP00/04664 



I. Basis of the report 



I. With regard to the elements of the international application:* 
| | the international application as originally filed 

the description: 

pages 1,3,4 

pages __ 

pages 2 



, as originally filed 



filed with the demand 



, filed with the letter of 



25 June 2001 (25.06.2001) 



the claims: 

pages 

pages 

pages 
pages 



, as originally filed 

. as amended (together with any statement under Article 19 

, filed with the demand 



, filed with the letter of 



25 June 01.01 (25.06.01.01) 



the drawings: 

pages 

pages 

pages 



1,2 



, as originally filed 

, filed with the demand 



. filed with the letter of 



1 | the sequence listing part of the description: 
pages 

pages 

pages 



, as originally filed 

filed with the demand 



filed with the letter of 



2. With regard to the language, all the elements marked above were available or furnished to this Authority in the language in which 
the international application was filed, unless otherwise indicated under this item. 

Thes e elements were available or furnished to this Authority in the following language which is* 

□ 

the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of international search (under Rule 23.1(b)). 

□ 

the language of publication of the international application (under Rule 48.3(b)). 

the language of the translation furnished for the purposes of international preliminary examination (under Rule 55.2 and/ 
or 55.3). 

3. With regard to any nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence disclosed in the international application, the international 
preliminary examination was carried out on the basis of the sequence listing: 

□ 

contained in the international application in written form, 
filed together with the international application in computer readable form, 
furnished subsequently to this Authority in written form, 
furnished subsequently to this Authority in computer readable form. 

The statement that the subsequently furnished written sequence listing does not go beyond the disclosure in the 
international application as filed has been furnished. 

The statement that the information recorded in computer readable form is identical to the written sequence listing has 
been furnished. 



□ 
□ 
□ 
□ 



□ 



4. 



The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

1 1 the description, pages 

IX] the claims. Nos. 23 

□ 

the drawings, sheets/fig 



This report has been established as if (some of) the amendments had not been made, since they have been considered to go 
beyond the disclosure as filed, as indicated in the Supplemental Box (Rule 70.2(c)).** 



* Replacement sheets which have been furnished to the receiving Office in response to an invitation under Article 14 are referred to 
in this report as "originally filed" and are not annexed to this report since they do not contain amendments (Rule 70,16 
and 70.17). 

K * Any replacement sheet containing such amendments must be referred to under item 1 and annexed to this report. 



Form PCT/IPEA/409 (Box I) (July 1998) 



INTERNATIONAL PREiJfMlNARY EXAMINATION REPORT 




lational application No. 
VJP 00/04664 



V. Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability'; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 



Statement 
Novelty (N) 

Inventive step (IS) 
Industrial applicability (IA) 



Claims 
Claims 

Claims 
Claims 

Claims 
Claims 



YES 
NO 
YES 
NO 

YES 
NO 



Citations and explanations 

Claim 1 

A breathable, liquid-impermeable composite sheet 
wherein a breathable, liquid- impermeable, thermoplastic 
composite resin sheet is covered with thermoplastic 
composite fibers, characterised in that the composite 
resin sheet is a breathable liquid-impermeable complex of 
thermoplastic composite fibers, is not disclosed in any of 
the documents cited in the international search report. 
Moreover, it is not obvious to a person skilled in the 
art • 



Form PCT/IPEA/409 (Box V) (January 1994) 



£ ^ tm^iation of 

PCT/I pea/4-09 

2. Reference and Explanation (PCT Provision 70.7) 
Claim 1. 

In the air-permeable and liquid-impervious composite 
sheet comprising air-permeable and liquid-impervious 
thermoplastic synthetic resin sheet covered with thermoplastic 
synthetic fibers , it is neither found in any of the references 
cited in the International Preliminary Examination Report nor 
obvious for those skilled in the art to combine the air- 
permeable and liquid-impervious thermoplastic synthetic resin 
sheet with the thermoplastic synthetic fibers covering this 
synthetic resin sheet into the air-permeable and liquid- 
impervious assembly. 
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disadvantageous also in that its one surface is defined by the 
film destined to come directly in contact with the wearer 1 s skin . 
Some of the wearers have antipathy to a touch peculiar to the 
film and, also in view of this, it is not preferable to use the 
composite sheet of prior art as stock material for gowns or the 
like which inevitably comes in direct contact with the wearer' s 
skin. 

It is a principal object of this invention to improve the 
composite sheet of prior art and provide a composite sheet being 
free from generation of fibrous waste and offering a comfortable 
touch. 

DISCLOSURE OF THE INVENTION 

The object set forth above is achieved, according to this 
invention, by a breathable liquid-impervious composite sheet 
comprising a breathable liquid-impervious sheet made of 
thermoplastic synthetic resin and covered with thermoplastic 
synthetic fibers, the breathable liquid-impervious composite 
sheet being characterized by that the synthetic fibers are 
continuous fibers, the sheet made of synthetic resin has its 
opposite surfaces covered with the continuous fibers and the 
sheet made of synthetic resin is intermittently bonded to the 
continuous fibers on the opposite surfaces , wherein the sheet 
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macte Of Synthetic resin is an air-pgrmga ble anH liquid- 

imperv i ous assembly of thermoplastic fiber, the assembly havi ng 
the maximum breathability of 200 sec/100 cc as measured in 
accordance with the method B of JIS (Japanese Industrial 
Standards) L 1096 and a water resistance of at least 300 mm as 
measured in accordance with the method A of JIS L 1092. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

Fig. 1 is a perspective view of a composite sheet 
• , - - — 

according to this invention; and 

Fig. 2 is an exploded perspective view of the composite 

sheet. 

DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED EMBODIMENTS 

Details of a breathable liquid- impervious composite 
sheet will be more fully understood from the description given 
hereunder with reference to the accompanying drawings. 

Fig. 1 is a perspective view of a composite sheet 
according to this invention and Fig. 2 is an exploded 
perspective view of the composite sheet. A composite, sheet 1 
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CLAIMS 



1. 



A 



breathable 



liquid- impervious 



composite 



sheet 



comprising a breathable liquid-impervious sheet made of 
thermoplastic synthetic resin and covered with thermoplastic 
synthetic fibers, said breathable liquid-impervious composite 
sheet being characterized by that said synthetic fibers are 
continuous fibers, said sheet made of synthetic resin has its 
opposite surfaces covered with said continuous fibers and said 
sheet made of synthetic resin is intermittently bonded to said 
continuous fibers on said opposite surfaces , wherein said sheet 

made of synthet i c — resin — is an air-permfiahl e and Ijgiij H- 

impervious assembly of thermoplastic fiber, the assembly havi ng 
the maximum breathability of 200 sec/100 cc as measured in 
accordance with the method R of JTS L 1096 B and a water 
resistance of at least 3 00 mm as measured in accordance with 
the method A of JTS T, 1092 . 
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11 ft*#L < li^WXttfcT^Mcri. C #l t> <T> M.*rij»M~«>*IS? & a -^"**y\\*x Of 

14 iH**E«-f 5SNHc#n-ctt, lyrFrrfiiT^fli/xr-riigo^wfrB^sg&t/^raicj: o 
is rftBBAj wraicrt. ^<oft*<o^ffiici>h>-ti:T. ^coft^coim;: r^r-Hiij , r#js± 

j Xli rte^^jfflAj ©5 *>aSi-6 fe«*fil*+4. 

16 ttfflSAKJ:Si: #tt*A<ofi]tt*Ei: U ftJEAIc J: 1 li <\XMh\ <o«n&a»t 

17 a-jTmic&nTii, wrpjiL-c^fn, ariE. irchB^A^tjmjmASrtToTn^fb/zv. 

19 r*>-c^,j iituHA, «a*. rcmAXttfflftJiiAftAriic i o»*>T*«**»*-r 

5. 

20 ffflftaiAj *«Efc4&« attics fcntr. *«tt*«>i»ic r^a±j r# 

21 taftJEAlCJ:* t tftttaAonittTlKfc L. fllfWBAfc ££>tei*k r$ftssA] w 

icoi>ro/a»^e> 2oO«^5:CO«llT:jc»o-C-tH^Hlco^T 2tfr<OT^irTft^"r 
ajTHL, ^-3* BfitfJlOSr-^lftlCtfy * Kfrttf (WAtf l 9 7 8<P3J1 3 0 011 f3 

o.0 3.7 8i ) . teoe7cxiiwsr;u^5yjoicii, ww-ft^&tr^t'^y -ffficisa 



wa:jn2 a case 2*ra») 



mwA (ft**) 

SIR 

(£/Tr 
ftJ5.A 



teUTl l*<oJtt^tct5M]E) j tU -^m l *35 2«coj(a^lcJ;5ifi>^!cS<J$«IiE«-f* 
t#f4 T^KffliES (^?« 1 *3fJ2«OjJl^i-i6«J^(C«<J< «j]E) j tU 3R2 7*«3 
3J 1 «<0«S1CJ: *>*BlE«r1-** ttt r^tttfjES (?f[2 7 **> 3 31 I ^<Dj»S^ J:S*jE) 

mi &<Dmfetzj:zmnz&'S< faiE) j tt. sis 0 3k<n3m3iR<r>m.m\z x *> 

**£etti-*-5i:*tt, rgj5 0*o 3 31 3 m<r>t8.m\z X 5 7 u^^y/wy^ A^©tt 
m^arj H. 3JS 0*<033IS^oJKSU:J:5A^«c»^t7u*->y/^^^^^Sfflt-a 
k£l±. f 3J5 0*<o3 3I5fl<om2:lcJ:S<5»^tcfi<J< 7 u^^^f^ i: 
L. 35 5 0*O3m5^O«lJ£tc < t5*^lcffi^#E?!iaSrrefflLA:SffiSr»ttli-5 t ttt, 
r3T5 0ft<0 3 3J5«o^lcj:5i5>-ft-lcS^<K^fi4:ffittUfc15fSoffittJSi tU »5 
0*^3 3I8^<Oia^fcJ:5<5i^lca<Jt«JiE«r-f-5i #fi. r^^jES (3T5 0«t<O33J 
8^coJ8l3Eicj:5^>^tcfi'5< miE) i its. 

3 JEO^«« j <nm\Ztt. ffflSon. tU«A<0«j 5 »c«|iESrr5M45 kffliEti" 

k^Sffl^. tfe3!6*. 1*31 2 312 8*31 I ^1«L< tt®5 0^3I6«OA£ 

icj:5A^K.s^<^e<offlEco»^xiim2 7*o3 3J > ^tomstc J: S¥0iW*BiEO»'a' 

ffl«t:J:4CiS:SL4v>. t£ts > ffiJRl 1 *<o«Xt i ZtolE*>1t*>9>i&9*.mWt% »»-r 
*48#K:tt, mm.nm'} t o $a^ia«m5llcK??«:&lf5)fev>cfcSr*W=i: LT, 5fet©a 



a^t<oicftUfc*9-«: ro (ifiAl) J (OX 5lwE*-f*. 
4r ro (MK») j 5.. 

0«5BBO*^k[5l-^*9-& TO (ffiJEfc) J <OJ;3lcE«-r5. 

6 3? 5 0*<0 3©3JB*3J9i£»c,t ►> 7U*->y/i'5'^^^Srlsmi-6ktXri3J5 0*<O3 3I 

5 «fts«oH« i sialic ss-fi a- Kf-^t{eat!t7i'*^5'^^ 

I* 

2 1SD 
L 5{CtEoTEtt1"5. 

*majHiA • ftJiA (si) 
r7u#^7/^ ^^<0Eajg^:??om«4-ffiaufcSD5j ranit Lt. rmHA 
ft* (*W) J , fftHAft* (*») J , r[BBlll8Itf3*7^j , rjgiyjo^ftj , rfie^] 
tfe^^a-Kj . rEjq5 r |E«Lfe7r'l'/i'*j rafjvjfe (fllB?S9-at/ma#Oft 
*) j O^BSrlRltTEtt-f 5^i!CJ:»)fPBKi-5. 
= rs aiiEojttfcj at/ re ffliEo^sj o«li±Ri7«v>. 

7 315 0*<0 3 3I5^OJWj£lcJ:50i^^a^*«fiafrE«Lfe?FflSS:ffillii-5 t ttt. f 

7 mwurmoeaj row^ftoi^fcEttL. rs «iEw««j ac/ r6 ffliEco^?fi 
5 mtt-&m<on& i «^a«rEttLfc3is 1 «b 

8 /riJKli, B^X«JSfl^A?lj4ffl: (« 2 1 en, 2 9 . 7 cm) ? $ t t . HTttttO#>5, 

^Jt, afieo, feO*«EiSrlC L r , v\h-r\zKm<?>** 

9 fflttictt, LteiiU t Hl7S^Ji>orfi<t?><tv». 

10 '>^X< fc £»&t/T«Ki3<Ofc*> 2cBttt/IC&K3lc 2. 5cnfet5 

v^r»ii30i30 3ciiS:ffli^v^ot-r5. cnlfi^l^^t, &6ri, 5£^S0tLtft 
<rttt4. fc^t, ±JawsS»e<o/£OT-Ci)oT±Ja3)>t» 1. 5ci»J£lrt»canBE9- (IBSIC 

11 ^Kl«iiESJl, ^wy^OXttmBflliiiboi: t, ^K, ?n*7ty 
V^r 4 9 a 7 a fl> a »c J: -> t Ic ffiflto ftfco «« r 5 c k » T S 5 J: 5 K: HJfie-f 5 . 

6, 1 9Km*Tei-^£/TK>*i ftt 1 . 5X^*tt5. 
14 Efctfgitt, 4*f£3=(0*t;*<O:St* 1 6, I 9tiJV^rn-^^«r/f}v»5 tttt, 

S J *i«t 0 . 2 1 cm£t±<OX ? ) lcj;9. Bff&Oiafettcr>^v^a-?A,oTffl 
* 9 KS*> * »tt O T EttT 5 . 

is rsiRjtuBi^a^j <oflsicn, RtcttBTrt'jj^HKmHitif^oatniSiTTv^ia^icn. 
*-<o*s»* rpcT/jp/oo/oooooj «3i^E«L, tsRm«ff^oa*i<:ait 
*<atsi»msn«offimBfcR/i*p<owic roo. oo. ooffim<oHR?m»j 

(*P(cov^xriHBte7coT2m) nXiKSM-t-ZkbhlC. (WSlCEa^HT 

16 r£fc* j ft, S«AlC*>o-CttttAV*«rtt, *0«ICEIIL, *fe, ffiAlw*o 

17 r*T*j 14, fB^IS, fiJJR, mm, <8J«-, ^^W, W^j 
<E«i-5tt1>IC, Bffi»^5rE«-f5. 

19 ratffl hi, mfflAXttft««-it-toBST:*«So|gi&4-Etti-4. 

20 r<£,lfj tt, ttlSIAXtttta*S^<0®tt*-C*>5SOB*<:Ett-r5. 

21 H^SrE«i--5»-&(c*3V^-Ctt, ttmrftSd'tefcr 5a<o&l*4r B*!ff.&tf3SWlc J: »J * 

22 fft&Aj OfflllCtt, ^<Ofti£<OE«IC^fe-ftT, *<Oft*<08fttC f#»±rj , T#m±l 
Xtt rffi^ftfflAJ o3*,«*}31-5fc<o«rEttrs. 

23 ttSAlCiSittt^Ao^itt^fftL, ttaAKiJ:C,/a:v>t #tt rftJUAJ <0««riRlt-5 

24 MJKKifev^Ttt, flRJWt ItflEiB, fTIE, fflia»$ AVfTin]}9A«-ff ot tt* 5> ^ 

25 ^8!ffliE8<OjT!tttt, SAIC^BL, Xht t Cffli"^ t #V # 6 J: 5 UiWifi ^ V y T*^ 

26 r*,-c*j «tb«A, ftaAxri«ttS!A*Articiorofcx*o^frE«i-5 

27* fttttiffiAJ oaictt, toft«oEtti:^b^t t -tott^wiWlc r^8|±j Xtt tftm 
±1 oHttSt6fcotE«ti. 

28 fflttS!Afc:.t*i: # liftaAoB;r±^3?i U, fflftSAKJ: c, *v*£ # rt raftSIAj 

29 HHteTcA^^u^y-HlCj: 5, BlCov»TOft1=, R IZI^X <0&*&Tt*\Z 

t, B&tfflcofcl'-OfcKe'y ^Kiri'ti- (Witttl 9 7 8¥3fl30Bli r 3 0.0 

3.7 8J ) . tetf>|a75XttJEf*fflV*S»-§-«Ctt, HSteinai/^^^y-lf^JzSBWSrOf 
E-f -5. 



5 (35 3 1 *D9») 




* « «l 


IE S 




« 




«) 


i SRmiao*^ 




2 ffifflA (««*) 




ft* (*w 








Biff 








3 ftaA 




ft* 




*>T* 




4 *tf|iE*-ft-<OBW 




5 MiEO^ai 




6 HfljE<Oi*?JS 




7 SSMS®coB» 





m it 



ti & m 















CO <- H-3 




T 105-0004 




MM^m^mm3TB i#i o^ 













PCT 



(ftltfrftlij* 5 7 ft) 
CPCTjSIiJ71.1] 



JUS 



16.10-01 



Hll-198218 



PCT/ J P 0 0/0 4 6 6 4 



IB.M.m 12. 0 7. 0 0 



12. 0 7. 9 9 



mm a 



1. HRT«*3lE«BaJ±, CO[l^ffiM^cilUT@^^^#^WM$^^^^^TV^5^^C{i, 
• « - ' 

4. a it 

^ftS-OXftV*) ^b^t^tf^^ (PCT3 93b (1) ) (SSPCT/I B/3 0 1 fc fc fcfcB«*R*a»&aWf 
H«+S^W/flcH^f+rsof4UiJBA«>Jttt-e«>5. 





S^d^fHf (I PEA/ J P) 

IS 100-8915 
JKJWTftfflKWSHHT S 4 * 3 # 


* W ft « * 

03-3581-1101 


4 S 


9 15 6 


| 3.4 3 0 



ISPCT/IPEA/4 16 (1992¥7^) 



# a- * # 

TlOO-0013 m^t5=F-ftEaiZai^g| 3Tl4#3f (#rF/r/f # 2 pg) 

fg 0] EMM TEt 03-3581-1101 ^3811-2 

TEL 03—3581—1101 F*!it|3831~3 

oho s^#f z F^f#a*-e 1 b^ , 9av^^LTv^^-r 0 
r tt ^> o § 1 ffi its* <d m * it * -r 5 *§ -a- tt t t a © k a s l x < v \ 

Oi&K*IS« 

T135-001 6 m^MI2^:^4 - 1 - 7 #£0tVu 

TEL 03-3508-2313 
&) #f^Jt{c:^LT^^Lcoff*S:i-5r "CITS SB WW:, m&ttim 

B 3 9 6 4^(2) (a) <i) #J8D 




Hll - 198218 



m i *rca ^ ^ ^ 5F*j> 



• f" + - A*S:^J± UNI - CHARM Co., Ltd. 

x 799 - 0111 B^a^im;ii^fl:m^BrF^i82#±fe 

182, Shimobun, Kinsei — cho, Kawanoe — shi, Ehime 
799-0111 JAPAN 


1 1 ^fllfCgffiLTt^tt. 








o$s rs^s; : B^B JAPAN , .. 


tern abs; : B^H JAPAN 



ft T 18 If ft MATSUSHITA Michiyo 

=f 769 - 1602 B^mwnm^MBMmummmmn 1531 - 7 

c/o Technical Center, UNI - CHARM Co., Ltd., 
1531 - 7, Takasuka, Wadahama, 
Toyohama — cho, Mitoyo — gun, Kagawa 
769 - 1602 JAPAN 


I | miSAw^-c^o. 


mm. m*) : JAPAN 


ftR : H^H JAPAN 







□ 



6626 S ^ W fk SHIRAHAMA Yoshiharu 

=fl05-0004 B*ffl«3RtU»E»f«3TBl#10^ 
Ishii Bldg. , 1 — 10, Shimbashi 3 — chome, Minato — ku, 
Tokyo 105 - 0004 JAPAN 



03-3592-0171 



03 - 3592 - 0173 



^PCT/RO/101 (1711) C 1 9 9 8^7^ : SJ£ 2 0 0 0 FI) 



m crz> ^ coftii*iO t^^gy^. JZi^tt ryq 




ft* (*$*) &tf5bT* : f# -^^W/C^^/^A/Jf^^ 

Ifc ft HANAJIRI Takeshi 

=f 769 - 1602 B*fflSilI»=ftfP*ft"rn»Ba^W^H« 1531 - 7 

c/o Technical Center, UNI - CHARM Co., Ltd., 
1531-7, Takasuka, Wadahama, 
Toyohama - cho, Mitoyo - gun, Kagawa 
769 - 1602 JAPAN 


KICKS'*-* : 

| | EtiJKA*>*-ea>o. 

(Z Z.'Z Ug!£ftL7t <t & 

tt.£tr;zisAL#t'*z<t) 


msa (mm) : B2fcH JAPAN 


f« we; : B^H JAPAN 


^ofllfcfflttLfc*-!*. K<o | \^ X(r>m ^ m 1 |*a^Rii<i-^-c«)IBCT i~\71 *E<o* 1 1 ififi«tc£«Lfc»SIH 
ffl2Kaicov*-cattSHA-?*>s : 1 — 1 1 — 1 1 — 1 1 — 1 




KlcBilSI-* : 
| | mJKAco^T$>6«, 

| | ai*A&ags9!*-ca>*. 
1 1 (zztzu&ettLiti:* 


C9I5 AM; : 


&m (mm) : 


ieo«ee*Lfc#tt. j |^ X(on!CT | |j|6H«r0<+-<T»«3EB □ *a«©* □ ifi»«K3attLfcffi£[H 

mi3?ia»covxriortiKiA-^fc<5 : 1 — 1 1 — ' 1 — 1 1 — 1 


ft* (*W &va>-C4i : (At • # <OMlZ2d& : i£A tt4£3:<0&£t£iZi ft -SrSSffi ; *> X Vmm b&W 


ifc{Ci£3-r* : 

| | iH«A<o*-e&*. 

| | ta«iAat«iw*r«>s. 

ft. &L TfZ£A L&tr'Z £) 


ess (mm) : 


®m (mm) ■ 


^^[5ItCOV>T(7D« J I KiA-CA<5 : 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 


ft* <*80 &t>'&-c* : (Mk'm&miz'&m;mAi*&tt&&&m#*xm:*xmi*wm*&A&mm%mm 


cwflMcSHKLTctfBu 

| | UMA©*-C$>*. 
[~| ajMAAOTSW#-C*>3. 

1 1 (ZZtZURl&tfL/ttS 




&m (mm) : 


ico«u:E*Lfc*l±. *<D | 1 U ffl ^<i-^ro+gSSlS Flan©* 1 | gMCEtt IfeWM 


1 I *wtt©maAxriieOT*3S5tocottiiiBsc3B«sn-cv^s. 



€K5£P CT/RO/ 1 0 1 (1998^7^ : ftJ£2 OOO^lj?) 



•SPi "V M>mI CO ^ X^i 



-^^^> I— I Xf— Ghana, GM tTT Cambia, ~K^T >r: 



ll/ 1 "F* AR I P O ^vP^F ^^C> I-I Xf— Ghana, GM JJ>\?T Cambia, K E Kenya. 1_ S U y h Lesotho. 

IV/I^W^ 04 Malawi, S ID ^-^V Sudan, S 3_ 7 • Uif-* Sierra Leone. S 2S * 17 ? >■ K Swaziland, T 2S 

$r Vir*— T United Republic of Tanzania, T_T O *?1S\s¥ Uganda, Z "W v ; W<:7'— Zimbabwe. 5 ^ 7* n h = ^ t W 2? KS^; 3b^J^O 

PyTI ^ ^ ^rVPfFF : >^lVt TAs*=-T Armenia, A 7W-{-»y Azerbaijan. 33 "V A — •> Belarus. 

3rC C5- ^/U^* Kyrgyzstan, K 2: # -*f 7 ^ > Kazakhstan, Xx/r23> *;UK^7 Republic of Moldova, 3R. TJJ n *sT Russiun 
Federation. T J" ? * 9 > Taj ikistan, T TVI h /U* J< — * ^ > Turkmenistan. 7 ->T$5?r&£j £ *?S*t8Jtt&iF3<0|i£#jrj 

fT/H E P HE? nr -x^^^T'TM" : b V T Austria, 33 13 -</U*— Belgium, <3 I-I and I ^^ytfV 

~" i/zLf^ls Switzerland and Liechtenstein, CZ "V a X Cyprus, 33> 3=1 K'f ^ Germany, J3> K. y "V — ^ Denmark, E £S 

**<-f ^ Spain, 3r=~ I 7-f>7>K Finland, IP 3R_ 77>^ France, <3- 33 5* S3 United Kingdom, OR 3ry->-r Greece. 
I E T4 ^7 > K Ireland. I T -4 9 *J T Italy, LU A'* ir >T7*/W ^ Luxembourg IS^t <3 *fa Monaco, INT I_ 3-7 
>y Netherlands, J=> TtfA-hy/A- Portugal. S 3=1 * 17 7* > Sweden, £0=3 - n s"<tt:fir&J&& QfttUtl $>*>{&iOm 

|""\71 <=> <Z> >\» IP I 3^!?Tf*P : 13 Jr V Burkina Faso, 33 J" Benin. O IF* rf^T7!l* Central African 

Republic, CZ O = Conco, CZ I = — K i?HT — A* cated' Wo ire, CZ JV1 * ^ /U— ^ Cameroon. OA Gabon, 

O- 1ST Guinea. O- "W ^r = T • tf"th>J- Cuinea-Bissau, ML V Mali, IvT R ^— y # ~T Mauri tan ia, r<T VZ 

-i/x.-sl' Niger, S ISTir^^ Senegal, T 13 K Chad, "X" O h — =*- Togo, U 5t/&WSr*TflEfia«*0 > W<— Lid i 

4*»»^j*ifiio3«isiiB-ca!>5fl!ioia (M<omm&mmxft&m*&#&£&&t£t*Mm±tcm®Tz) 

m A 3=: T^T'-S-SduH^ United Arab Emirates I V 1 L R V^VT Liberia 

I V 1 7A"*~T Albania I I 1^ S U V h Lesotho 

I | v\M TAs*=-T Armenia 1 VI L T U h7-T Lithuania 

I I A T ^— ^ h'J7 Austria I I I— T_T ;^-fey7'/U^ Luxembourg 

fVl A T_T ^- — ^ h 7 y T Australia PvTI 3-. "V 7h^^7 Latvia 

I 1 A. 2: T-tf/U^^i?+> Azerbaijan I y/ I 3S/T A. y 3 Morocco 

I \J 1 33 >V ifrT^ — T • ^fry V 4 Bosnia and Herzegovina ' 1 { 1^1 JZ> ^t/^FVt Republic of Moldova 

t V I MG -?¥Ji7*jl/V Madagascar 

fyTI 33 33 s<A"< Barbados 1 VI Is^CK. -r* K-TIB^~ rf— ^ 7 T-jfefUlS The former Yugoslav 

j 1 Republic of Macedonia 

U/J 13 O 7 As11 V T Bulgaria 

{~\71 33 1^. v/U Brazil IV 1 IS/TINT =f/U Mongol ia 

I I 33 "V ^<7/U— % Belarus _ ^ I 1 1VTVV Malawi 

fyH <3 A ^T-y Canada ( V! I\^C >C Mexico 

I I CZ I-I and I_ I ^-f^&tfU try^a^^y I \/\ N<Z> /-/U^ai— Norway 

Switzerland and Liechtenstein q^j ^ ^ . K New 2ealafld 

fyH CM tpH China 3=> 31- V K Poland 

( V I OI^. =^^y^7 Costa Rica I I IP T* JKyVh^/A- Portugal 

I W\ CZ X_J ^o.— Cuba I Vl JR. CZ> A — -? ~T Romania 

I \J i CZ "2Z tf-^y^i Czech Republic 1 1 3R. T-J n f sT Russian Federation 

I I TZ> IE: V Germany I I S JZ> * — Sudan 

i I XZ> Kl t^^-v — ^ Denmark I I S 3S ^.^m— f'V Sweden 

rv 7 ! IZ>1VI Dominica 1 V 1 S <3- /U Singapore 

I V/ 1 3S 3S cnxh^r Estonia 1 \/ I S I ^ n ^ - — T Slovenia 

I I 3E: S ^ Spain I \J \ S K. **VT*rT Slovakia 

[ j 3r* I Finland 1 1 S 3U 7 • U^f — ^ Sierra Leone 

I I CZr 33 i&m United Kingdom 1 I T JT ^ ^^J^^ > Tajikistan.. 

r\/l O 3Z> ^.l/t^ Grenada I } *T "N/T S/U^ ^ ^ ^ Turkmenistan 

PyH O E y/U^r'Ccorgia [^71 T 3R. Turkey 

f"^ O I-I ^— T- Ghana _ I V I T* *TT hy-^*/ K • Trinidad and Tobago 

I I GM #VfcfT Gambia \ \J I 9ls+f — T United Republic of Tanzania 

FyH I-I 3R. 'J n7f-7 Croatia 1 \/l Wy^^ Ukraine 

GZ3 M XL_J />y^!)- Hungary □ " O ^^V^ Uganda 

j \/| I JZ> -TXK^>T Indonesia 1 jjZ] S United States of America 

fVI I I- -f^y—yU Israel _ 

1171 I IVT ^^K India { V/| U" 0X-<*c*i7 > Uzbekistan.... 

R71 I S 7^^7yK Iceland H VN ^ h ^ Viet Nam 

1 I JT 3=> B 4= Japan 1 \/l YtJ a.— zf— Yugoslavia 

I I Kl 3=: «^-T Kenya [ \J \ A. jt7 7^J^I@ South Africa 

I I K: O ^r/U^^ Kyrgyzstan I I 2: W Zimbabwe 4 

K 3r* 4tfflll Democratic People's Republic of Korea T<ODtt, d <OtK^©ffiff aC»fFtt**«I«0»ttH t fcffl ^m^i" o 

BZ3 K R ®S Republic of Korea *:«><Z>fc(Og£S j^,^ x |j j Algeria 

I I ^ ^if^^^V Kazakhstan LVj .....^-^ .-.^f—. — y^-^ -5*-— ^ *• 

G3 X- <3 tyh./W Saint Lucia [^3 A ^ J S ~T * S ? * ' ^ * 



GZll-K^».9y*Irl Unka CZ3 ^U®^---??^..-?-?^^^?:. 



ttSPCT/RO/LOl (252/82*) (20 0 0^U) 



4 X 




# 



z<o&&tt % r&m&co&£j <t&jrL x SnmfflTXrt a Jtv^ZR -rrt -eft co&/z o * • i~z a 

(no mnmxt*mmm<o&(Dtp'c %w&xtt&w#£&MJBfAT'£>34?i>>\ rcom^m^rt #> coxxxmco it & <n&w# 

&m armm<n&&r±, ar i po&& ■ • ^-fl^ttr • /» /mp; essmi-z. 

dv) mrvmtcm-tftmAiu&izftmA&^z**. 

(v) arvmz&^Tm&BJZKOA p i ttsra^ r&M&frj xn rminsEj xn % mzib& r&ssj xt± r-&mtzj 

zoster fzsvm<o&2j &tmmT**ti*tie>mjzmxt*oA piim**mu *ti?tu<om&mxi*oA p itmcomiz, m^xttmmm 

( vio&vrflgr'zfjt, > xrft<om85&A r r po mmmmvfo s<t&. 
&&i!3mxftttt#&sm§gcr> 1 &&< <t t> i rmzK^i-z. 

3. m&A^K wmtrfriz^i,^ T^$ftzfrb&^m^xtt£rjz&<vft£-iz<>^ ■cn&!#-tzga-rzmftmcQZBm&i!i&-rz £ 
zcojz&k, f ^ftlizt? 6 * * WJZXtttfM&&X <o0m fz83T*m&j & Tfz^<vf*rj&&£j£i-2. 
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SHIRAHAMA, Yoshiharu 

Ishii Building 

1-10, Shimbashi 3-chome 

Minato-ku 

Tokyo 105-0004 

JAPON 




Date of mailing (day/month/year) 
16 August 2000(16.08.00) 


IMPORTANT NOTIFICATION 


Applicant's or agent's file reference 
H1 1-1*98218 


International application No. 
PCT/J POO/04664 



The applicant is hereby notified that the International Bureau has received the record copy of the international application as 
detailed below. 

Name(s) of the applicant(s) and State(s) for which they are applicants: 

UNI-CHARM CO., LTD. (for all designated States except US) 

MATSUSHITA, Michiyo et al (for US) 
• • - - 

International filing date : 

Priority date(s) claimed : 

Date of receipt of the record copy 
by the International Bureau : 



12 July 2000(12.07.00) 
12 July 1999 (12.07.99) 



28 July 2000 (28.07.00) 



List of designated Offices 



AP :GH,GM,KE,LS,MW,MZ,SD,SL,SZ,TZ,UG,ZW 
EA :AM 7 AZ,BY f KG,KZ,MD,RU,TJ,TM 

EP rA^B^CH^^DE^K^S^LFR^B^RJEJT^UMCNL^^SE 
OA :BF,BJ,CF,CG,C(,CM,GA,GN,GW,ML,MB,NE,SN,TD,TG 

National :AE,AG,AL,AU,BA,BB,BG,BR;bZ,CA,CN,GR,CU / CZ,DM,DZ,EE / GD,GE,HR / HU,ID>IL,IN, 

IS,KR;LC,LK,LR,LT,LV,MA,MG,MK,MN,^^ 

YU,ZA 



ATTENTION 

The applicant should carefully cheek the data appearing in this Notification. In case of any discrepancy between these data 
and the indications in the international application, the applicant should immediately inform the International Bureau. 

In addition, the applicant's attention is drawn to the information contained in the Annex, relating to: 



X 



X 



time limits for entry into the national phase 
confirmation of precautionary designations 
requirements regarding priority documents 



A copy of this Notification is being sent to the receiving Office and to the International Searching Authority. 





The International Bureau of WIPO 
34, chemin des Colombettes 
1211 Geneva 20, Switzerland 

Facsimile No. (41-22)740.14.35 


Authorized officer: y* 

Susumu Kubcr^^^ y^ 

Telephone No. (41-22)338.83.38 
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ANNEX TO. FORM PCT/IB/301 



£rnational application No. 
PCT/J POO/04664 



INFORMATION ON TIME LIMITS FOR ENTERING THE NATIONAL PHASE 

The applicant is reminded that the "national phase" must be entered before each of the designated Offices indicated in the 
Notification of Receipt of Record Copy (Form PCT/IB/301) by paying national fees and furnishing translations, as prescribed by 
the applicable national laws. 

The time limit for performing these procedural acts is 20 MONTHS from the priority date or, for those designated States 
which the applicant elects in a demand for international preliminary examination or in a later election, 30 MONTHS from the 
priority date, provided that the election is made before the expiration of 1 9 months from the priority date. Some designated (or 
elected) Offices have fixed time limits which expire even later than 20 or 30 months from the priority date. In other Offices an 
extension of time or grace period, in some cases upon payment of an additional fee, is available. 

In addition to these procedural acts, the applicant may also have to comply with other special requirements applicable in 
certain Offices. It is the applicant's responsibility to ensure that the necessary steps to enter the national phase are taken in a 
timely fashion. Most designated Offices do not issue reminders to applicants in connection with the entry into the national 
phase. 

For detailed information about the procedural acts to be performed to enter the national phase before each designated 
Office, the applicable time limits and possible extensions of time or grace periods, and any other requirements, see the relevant 
Chapters of Volume II of the PCT Applicant's Guide. Information about the requirements for filing a demand for international 
preliminary examination is set out in Chapter IX of Volume I of the PCT Applicant's Guide. 

GR and ES became bound by PCT Chapter II on 7 September 1 996 and 6 September 1997, respectively, and may, therefore, 
be elected in a demand or a later election filed on or after 7 September 1996 and 6 September 1997, respectively, regardless of 
the filing date of the international application. (See second paragraph above.) 

Note that only an applicant who is a national or resident of a PCT Contracting State which is bound by Chapter II has 
the right to file a demand for international preliminary examination. 



CONFIRMATION OF PRECAUTIONARY DESIGNATIONS 

This notification lists only specific designations made under Rule 4.9(a) in the request. It is important to check that these 
designations are correct. Errors in designations can be corrected where precautionary designations have been made under 
Rule 4.9(b). The applicant is hereby reminded that any precautionary designations may be confirmed according to Rule 4.9(c) 
before the expiration of 15 months from the priority date. If it is not confirmed, it will automatically be regarded as withdrawn 
by the applicant There will be no reminder and no invitation. Confirmation of a designation consists of the filing of a notice 
specifying the designated State concerned (with an indication of the kind of protection or treatment desired) and the payment 
of the designation and confirmation fees. Confirmation must reach the receiving Office within the 15-month time limit. 

REQUIREMENTS REGARDING PRIORITY DOCUMENTS 

For applicants who have not yet complied with the requirements regarding priority documents, the following is recalled. 

Where the priority of an earlier national, regional or international application is claimed, the applicant must submit a copy 
of the said earlier application, certified by the authority with which it was filed ("the priority document") to the receiving Office 
(which will transmit it to the International Bureau) or directly to the International Bureau, before the expiration of 16 months from 
the priority date, provided that any such priority document may still be submitted to the International Bureau before that date of 
international publication of the international application, in which case that document will be considered to have been received 
by the International Bureau on the last day of the 16-month time limit (Rule 17.1(a)). 

Where the priority document is issued by the receiving Office, the applicant may, instead of submitting the priority 
document, request the receiving Office to prepare and transmit the priority document to the International Bureau. Such request 
must be made before the expiration of the 16-month time limit and may be subjected by the receiving Office to the payment 
of a fee (Rule 17.1(b)). 

If the priority document concerned is not submitted to the International Bureau or if the request to the receiving Office 
to prepare and transmit the priority document has not been made (and the corresponding fee, if any, paid) within the applicable 
time limit indicated under the preceding paragraphs, any designated State may disregard the priority claim, provided that no 
designated Office may disregard the priority claim concerned before giving the applicant an opportunity to furnish the priority 
document within a time limit which is reasonable under the circumstances. 

Where several priorities are claimed, the priority date to be considered for the purposes of computing the 16-month time 
limit is the filing date of the earliest application whose priority is claimed. 
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